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      Birds-of-paradise: encountered in passing, on the street
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I love seeing tetrapod-themed art, especially in unexpected places. While in London recently I noticed this 'tropical bird' painting on a piece of wooden boarding, erected to conceal building work. As you can see (larger version below), the work is mostly a brilliant montage of birds-of-paradise (properly Paradisaeidae), the remarkable resplendent "rainforest crows in fancy dress"* of New Guinea…



      Ask Ethan #8: The Comet of the Century?
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"I have just gone over my comet computations again, and it is humiliating to perceive how very little more I know than I did seven years ago when I first did this kind of work." -Maria Mitchell
Well, it's getting close to the end of October, the Moon is waning towards its new phase, and -- at least in the northern hemisphere -- the days are getting shorter and the nights are lengthening. Is there…



      How do snails coil?
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Typically, snails coil as they grow. The exact shape and characteristics of the coil are known to be a combination of genetic and environmental factors, depending on the snail. There is an interesting story involving snails and the young Jean Piaget.  Piaget is famous for his work in psychology, but before that, when he was quite young, he worked with birds and mollusks. His work was published…




    

  
          




    

  


  


        

      
    

  
      
      


  
    
  
    

      
            © 2006-2024 Science 2.0. All rights reserved. Privacy statement. ScienceBlogs is a registered trademark of Science 2.0, a science media nonprofit operating under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are fully tax-deductible.


      
  


  


    
  
          
  
    

      
            
[image: Web
Analytics]




      
  



  
  


    
    


  